Design and Access Statement
Listed Building Consent – Brickwork Repairs
Jarrow Town Hall, Grange Road, Jarrow, South Tyneside

1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement has been prepared in support of an application for Listed Building Consent for proposed brickwork repair works to Jarrow Town Hall, a designated listed building located within South Tyneside.
The statement describes the design rationale, conservation approach, and access considerations for the works and includes an accompanying Method Statement to demonstrate how the historic fabric will be protected during the repair process.

2. The Site and the Listed Building
Jarrow Town Hall is a traditional civic building constructed in loadbearing masonry, predominantly red brick with stone detailing. The building’s elevations, architectural detailing, and materials contribute significantly to its architectural and historic interest.
The external brickwork is a key element of the building’s character, appearance, and significance, and its long‑term preservation is essential to the continued conservation of the asset.

3. Description of the Proposed Works
The proposed works are limited to localised repair and conservation of existing brickwork, including:
· Removal of defective or spalled bricks where beyond repair
· Removal of defective or failed render.
· Replacement with new bricks to closely match the original in size, colour, texture, and finish
· Raking out and repointing of deteriorated mortar joints using a lime‑based mortar
· Localised making good to cracked or friable mortar joints
· Retention of existing bonding patterns, detailing, and architectural features

The works will not alter the appearance, layout, or function of the building.

4. Design Principles and Conservation Approach
4.1 Conservation Philosophy
The proposals follow a minimal intervention and like‑for‑like repair approach, consistent with best practice in historic building conservation. The primary objectives are to:
· Retain as much original fabric as possible
· Prevent further deterioration of the masonry
· Use compatible materials and traditional techniques
Replacement will only occur where elements are beyond repair.
4.2 Materials
· Replacement bricks will be carefully selected to match existing bricks in colour, dimensions, texture, and firing characteristics
· Mortar will be lime-based and matched to the original in composition, colour, texture, and joint profile
· Cement-rich mortars will not be used
· Lead flashing to match existing 

5. Method Statement (Brickwork Repairs)
The brickwork repairs will be carried out using the following method:
5.1 Pre‑Commencement
· Detailed inspection of the elevations to identify areas requiring repair
· Confirmation of brick and mortar specifications through on‑site sampling, where necessary
· Protection of adjacent architectural features and finished surfaces
· Erection of access scaffolding where required, positioned to minimise impact on the building and public areas
5.2 Removal of Defective Material
· Defective or spalled bricks will be carefully cut out by hand to avoid damage to surrounding masonry
· Deteriorated mortar joints will be raked out using hand tools or low‑impact mechanical tools to an appropriate depth
5.3 Brick Replacement
· Replacement bricks will be pre‑approved and laid to match existing brickwork
· Bricks will be bedded in lime-based mortar
· Existing bonding patterns and coursing will be maintained
5.4 Repointing
· Repointing will be carried out using a lime-based mortar suitable for the age and exposure of the building
· Mortar joints will be finished to match the existing joint profile and appearance
· Repointing will be undertaken in small, controlled sections to ensure consistency and quality
5.5 Curing and Protection
· Newly repaired areas will be protected from rapid drying, frost, and heavy rain
· Appropriate curing times will be observed to ensure mortar performance and durability
5.6 Making Good and Completion
· Final cleaning will be undertaken using non‑abrasive methods only
· All temporary protection and access equipment will be removed on completion
· Finished works will be visually inspected to ensure consistency with surrounding masonry
All works will be carried out by competent contractors experienced in historic brickwork conservation.

6. Access Considerations
6.1 Physical Access
The proposed works do not alter existing access arrangements or entrances to the building. Access for repairs will be temporary, managed via scaffolding or mobile platforms as required.
6.2 Inclusive Access
There are no changes proposed to inclusive or disabled access. Temporary measures will be managed to maintain safe access for building users and pedestrians throughout the works, where reasonably practicable.

7. Policy Context
The proposals accord with:
· Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
· National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) – heritage conservation policies
· Local planning and conservation policies of South Tyneside Council
The repair‑led nature of the scheme ensures the preservation of the listed building’s significance.

8. Conclusion
The proposed brickwork repairs to Jarrow Town Hall represent essential conservation works that will protect and preserve the historic fabric of the listed building.
The works:
· Are limited in scope
· Use appropriate traditional materials and techniques
· Have no adverse impact on significance or appearance
The proposals are therefore considered acceptable and fully compliant with heritage legislation and planning policy.

